Rise of Nazism

Harry Potter and the Rise of Nazism

	Nazi Timeline
	Voldemort’s Timeline (Some events are out of order to better show historic parallels).

	World War I ended a generation before, in 1918.
	War against Voldemort ended one generation before

	Hitler arrested and jailed in 1924. In jail, he solidifies his policies. 
	Voldemort is “a shadow of his former self.” He schemes to regain power. 

	He writes Mein Kampf, an explanation of his racist policies.
	Voldemort’s diary appears, with a younger self who is heir to Slytherin and determined to kill the Muggle-borns of Hogwarts.



	Depression 1929-1933
	Depression in Wizarding and Muggle Worlds

	The Nuremberg Race Laws of 1935 deprived German Jews of their rights of citizenship, giving them the status of “subjects” in Hitler's Reich. They analyzed how much “blood” made someone Jewish.
	Issue of Mudbloods in Chamber of Secrets. Treatment of house-elves and other discriminated races. Later, Muggle-borns must register in brutal trials, facing wand confiscation and imprisonment.

	Aug 1, 1936 - Olympic games begin in Berlin, as a show of good relations.
	Death Eater Demonstration at World Cup

	1933 Nazis stage boycott of Jewish shops and businesses.


	Muggle-baiting common

	1936 Hitler remilitarizes the Rhineland, unopposed
	Voldemort returns to a body in Goblet of Fire, but the Wizarding World doesn’t unite against him.

	1936-1939 Spanish Civil War—Hitler holds back, allowing the two sides to destroy each other 
	Fudge and Dumbledore have conflicting agendas—Voldemort stays hidden, allowing them to battle

	British Prime Minister Churchill attempts appeasement since he can’t face another world war.
	Minister of Magic Fudge denies Voldemort’s return since he can’t face another wizarding war.

	Weak Prime Minister Chamberlain replaced by stronger Churchill
	Weak Minister of Magic Fudge replaced by stronger Scrimgeour

	Feb 28, 1933 Law for the Protection of People and State: civil liberties suspended. Gleichschaltung, the process of exerting totalitarian control over Germany, begins.
	Voldemort takes over the ministry and newspapers. He creates compulsory education, secret police, propaganda, and more in a new totalitarian regime.

	Jul 6, 1933 At a gathering of high-ranking Nazi officials, Hitler declares the success of the National Socialist, or Nazi, revolution. 
	Voldemort summons the Death Eaters and announces his return. He intends to kill Harry Potter to commemorate this.

	1937 Jews are banned from many professional occupations including teaching Germans.


	Muggle borns are forbidden to attend Hogwarts and their wands are confiscated.

	1938 Nazis order Jews to register 

Jewish pupils are expelled from all non-Jewish German schools.
	Muggle Registration Act 

Muggle-borns expelled from Hogwarts

	Kristallnacht - The Night of Broken Glass. 


	Random murders of Muggles 

	Sept 1, 1939 Hitler invades Poland, begins World War II
	In book seven, Voldemort kills Scrimgeour and begins open war against the Wizarding World

	1939 Political uncertainty, Churchill’s defiant speech
	Dumbledore’s speech at the end of Goblet of Fire: “We are facing dark and difficult times but must stand together.”
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