The Rules
Use past perfect before past tense

BAD: I saw someone I met last summer.  GOOD I saw someone I had met last summer.  
Don’t end a sentence with a preposition

BAD:  Whom did you go home with?  GOOD: With whom did you go home?
Use correct parallelism

BAD: I like to run better than dancing.  GOOD: I like to run better than to dance.
Don’t switch between past and present

BAD: When I learned Spanish, I like it.  GOOD: When I learned Spanish, I liked it.

Don’t switch between 1st, 2nd, and 3rd person

BAD: If you work hard, a person will succeed.  GOOD: If a person works hard, he will succeed.
Make subjects and verbs agree (especially indefinite pronouns and verbs coming before their subjects)

BAD: If everyone does their work, they’ll succeed.  GOOD: If everyone does her work, she’ll succeed.  There are two shoes.  Here sits a sock.
; between two complete sentences

BAD:  I’m hungry; and I want a sandwich.  GOOD: I’m hungry; I want a sandwich.  

: between a complete sentence and its explanation, or a complete sentence and a list.

BAD: I like: cocoa, cookies, and candy.  GOOD: I want a sandwich: I’m hungry.  GOOD: I like many things: cocoa, cookies, and candy.
Do not use passives

BAD: A survey was taken and a decision was made.  GOOD: The committee took a survey and made a decision.

Do not begin a sentence with and, but, or, so.
Remember apostrophes.
Who is for people; that is for items.
Spell out numbers under ten.
Don’t use you.
Avoid would.
Never say “The reason why is because.”  Use one of those words, not all three.
GOOD: These are the correct forms: used to, fast-paced, supposed to, cannot
BAD: Don’t abbreviate—these are all wrong in an essay:  carbs, w/out, w/, BBQ, inc,

BAD: These are all real words, but if you use anything below, you’re probably using it incorrectly:
Pretty, totally, badly, kind of, till, round, this one time, apart, or ANY type of profanity.
